
General Motors to retire Holden brand from sales by 2021, leave Australia
The Prime Minister has ripped into General Motors for allowing the Holden brand to “wither” – while taking more than $2 billion from taxpayers over the years.
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Hundreds to lose their jobs as Holden closes for good


Hundred of people are set to lose their jobs by the year's end as General Motors axes Holden after 72 years of operation in Australia. The shutdown is expected to cost at leas...

· The day the last Holden rolled off the Elizabeth factory floor
· Incredible old Holden photos colourised
· The last Holden – and why it matters
· Prizes, discounts, freebies: Check out the latest subscriber rewards
A furious prime minister says General Motors took billions of dollars in government subsidies only to let the Holden brand die and then walk away from the Australian market.
The Holden brand, an integral part of South Australia’s history for more than 160 years, will cease to exist next year, GM has announced in a shock decision.
In a huge blow for diehard Holden fans going into this week’s Superloop Adelaide 500, US company General Motors has announced Holden will be retired from sales by 2021.
It will close all local design and engineering operations by 2021 and retiring the Holden brand from sales in Australia and New Zealand, with about 600 people to lose their jobs in June.
“I am angry,” Scott Morrison said, noting governments had contributed more than $2 billion to General Motors.
“They took money from Australian taxpayers for all those years just to let the Holden brand wither on their watch – that’s disappointing.
“Throwing all that taxpayers’ money at them – at the end of the day they were never going to respect it.”
Mr Morrison vowed to look after the workers who will lose their jobs, stating Canberra would “work with them to ensure they can move into new industries”.
The company closed its Elizabeth car manufacturing plant in October 2017, bringing to an end car manufacturing in South Australia, although there were still design and engineering operations based in Melbourne.
[image: The final two Holden Cruze cars made at SA’s Elizabeth plant in 2016 were donated to the Leukaemia Foundation. Picture: Calum Robertson]The final two Holden Cruze cars made at SA’s Elizabeth plant in 2016 were donated to the Leukaemia Foundation. Picture: Calum Robertson
GM announced on Monday it would stop producing right-hand drive vehicles. Holden has sold those in Australia with its badge since local manufacturing ended in 2017.
It also announced plans to shut a car plant in Thailand and withdraw the Chevrolet brand from the market there.
Together the two shutdowns will cost the global motoring giant more than $1 billion.
Federal Industry Minister Karen Andrews earlier on Monday said she was “very disappointed” with Holden’s decision to exit.
“A lot of money has been given to these car manufacturers to try and support them … that makes it particularly disappointing that they have made the decision that they have,” she said.
“Holden is walking away from Australia.”
Ms Andrews – whose first car was a Holden Torana – was furious the government was only informed of Holden’s decision minutes before Monday’s public announcement.
“I don’t think it’s acceptable for Holden to have made this decision without any consultation with government,” she said, suggesting it lacked goodwill and decency.
The minister said she would make a call to car manufacturer Ford about its plans in Australia.
GM International Operations Senior Vice President, Julian Blissett, said the “overwhelming majority” of Holden staff would lose their jobs by the end of June 2020.
“This was an agonising decision for us and one we didn’t make lightly or easily,” Mr Blissett said at a press conference.
GM said 600 workers would leave by June, and 200 would remain in ongoing roles linked with the company’s commitment to offer at least 10 more years of customer service to owners of the 1.6 million Holdens in circulation.
The decision blindsided Holden owners, dealerships and sponsorpartners ahead of this week’s Superloop Adelaide 500.
Holden dealerships, of which there are 185 nationwide and at least 15 in South Australia, will be offered “appropriate transition packages” for their businesses, many of which have been built up over decades.
Holden was a dominant force in Australian car sales for decades, with a 27.5 per cent share of the market in the year 2000.
[image: The last Holden Commodore is made at the Elizabeth plant on October 20, 2017.]The last Holden Commodore is made at the Elizabeth plant on October 20, 2017.
That share dwindled rapidly however, with the influx of many new models and a swing away from large, high-powered vehicles such as V8s to sports utility vehicles and small, more economical cars.
The Holden versus Ford rivalry was also a crucial part of Australia’s motorsport history with the two for many years battling for supremacy in touring car racing.
Last calendar year Holden posted its lowest sales since 1954, selling about 43,000 vehicles out of a total of more than a million sold across Australia.
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Holden supporters create a human 'Holden' formation outside closing factory


Holden supporters have come together to write 'Holden' in a human formation outside the closing SA factory. Courtesy: Channel 7 News
Holden sales have halved in just two years since it closed the Elizabeth plant.
Mr Blissett said GM had taken the difficult decision after looking at various options to turn around the Holden operations.
“Through its proud 160-year history, Holden has not only made cars, it has been a powerful driver of the industrialisation and advancement of Australia and New Zealand,” he said.
“Over recent years, as the industry underwent significant change globally and locally, we implemented a number of alternative strategies to try to sustain and improve the business, together with the local team.
“This decision is based on global priorities and does not reflect the hard work, talent and professionalism of the Holden team.”
The company said given the significance of the Holden brand “it was critical the company worked with all stakeholders to deliver a dignified and respectful wind-down’’.
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Timeline
A century of Holden
1918
The beginning
Holden's Motor Body Builders established in Adelaide. The company specialises in car
bodies. Until 1924, it also built Fords.
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Timeline
A century of Holden
1931
Merger
Holden merges with General Motors
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Timeline
A century of Holden
1935
The Sloper
Holden produces its first ‘All Enclosed Coupe’ for Oldsmobile, Pontiac and Chevrolet chassis. Dubbed ‘The Sloper’ this uniquely Australian design is the forerunner of the hatchback 
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Timeline
A century of Holden
1948
The FX
Holden launches first Australian-built model, the 48-215, aka FX. It cost 733 pounds (equivalent to 94 weeks wages) and established Holden’s reputation for reliability 
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Timeline
A century of Holden
1953
The FJ
Holden launches the FJ – 1074 pounds (68 weeks of wages) – noted for its ability to cope with rough Aussie roads 
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Timeline
A century of Holden
1956
250,000 cars
The 250,000th Holden (an FJ) is built and the tubeless tyre is introduced. 
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Timeline
A century of Holden
1963
The EH
EH launched. Becomes best-selling Holden in 1964 with 250,000 units. 
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Timeline
A century of Holden
1966
The HR
HR launched. Holden is first manufacturer to fit seatbelts as standard. 
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Timeline
A century of Holden
1968
Monaro debuts
Holden launches the HK Monaro. Monaro wins Bathurst, Holden’s first win with Bruce McPhee and Barry Mulholland. Monaro named after the NSW municipality after engineers see it on a council building. 
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Timeline
A century of Holden
1971
The greatest Holden ever?
HQ Monaro is launched.   
The HQ series is considered by many to be the best model the company ever built.
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Timeline
A century of Holden
1972
Torana and Peter Brock
Peter Brock wins his first Bathurst driving LJ Torana GTR XU-1 
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Timeline
A century of Holden
1976
Iconic advert
Holden’s most iconic ad “Football, meatpies, kangaroos and Holden cars” is launched having been adapted from an international advertising campaign.
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Timeline
A century of Holden
1978
The Commodore
First Commodore, the European-designed VC is launched. Holden celebrates 25 years of continuous sales leadership. 
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Timeline
A century of Holden
1985
Engine change
VK Commodore is the last model to feature locally-produced Holden six-cylinder engine. The following year, the new VL controversially uses a Nissan engine.
 
[image: ]
Timeline
A century of Holden
1991
A new leader emerges
Toyota beats Holden and Ford to market leadership in Australia for first time. 
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Timeline
A century of Holden
2001
The Monaro is reborn
Monaro reintroduced and eventually exported in low volumes to the US. 
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Timeline
A century of Holden
2002
The peak
Holden market share peaks at 21.6 per cent. 
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Timeline
A century of Holden
2005
Exports record
Holden's biggest export year. 60,518 cars were shipped mostly to the US and Middle East.
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Timeline
A century of Holden
2011
Overtaken
After 15 years as Australia's favourite car, Commodore sales are overtaken by the Mazda 3 from Japan. 
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Timeline
A century of Holden
2013
Beginning of the end
Holden announces end of Australian operations. 
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Timeline
A century of Holden
2016
Last off the line
The last Holden Cruze rolls off the Elizabeth, SA, production line. 
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Timeline
A century of Holden
2017
Factory doors close
In January, Holden announces the Elizabeth manufacturing plant will cease operations on October 20 that year. 
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Timeline
A century of Holden
Feb 17, 2020
Axed
General Motors announces it will end the Holden brand by end of the year.
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GM said all warranties and servicing offers would be honoured and Holden will provide servicing and spare parts for at least 10 years, through national aftersales networks in Australia and New Zealand.
Holden employees will be provided separation packages and employment transition support while dealerships would be assisted with “appropriate transition arrangements”, including the opportunity to continue as authorised service outlets.
Supercars teams and officials say they’ll hold urgent discussions with GM-Holden, with the decision sending a shockwave through the Supercars field just days before the start of this year’s championship at the Adelaide 500.
It has refused to commit to remaining part of Supercars beyond 2020.
While Holden said it would fulfil its commitment to the championship this year, it was less certain about having a presence in Australian motorsport into the future.
“Our intention is still to go racing in 2020 whilst we’ve still got Holden vehicles out there in dealer showrooms,” Holden’s interim chairman and managing director Kristian Aquilina said.
“To the extent, about GM and its involvement in racing beyond that, that will be part of the same conversation.”
Holden provides factory backing to the Red Bull Holden Racing Team featuring former champions Jamie Whincup and Shane van Gisbergen.
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A history of the Holden Commodore


Holden today announced it would no longer sell the Commodore in Australia after 41 years on sale.
MORE TO COME
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